Lakes Committee
Minutes, March 1, 2010
1. The Meeting was called to order at 6:02 P.M.  Compliance with the open meetings law was verified. Members present: Marcia Mercier, Joan Whitehurst, Karen Geitz, Bev Vaillancourt, Josh Ziegler, Tim Helgeson. Excused: Dave Fuhrmann. Motion by Karen, seconded by Marcia to approve the agenda. Motion Carried. 
2. Motion by Karen, seconded by Marcia, to approve the February 1, 2010 minutes. Motion carried. 
3. Buoy ordinance: The 2010 amended buoy ordinance has been forwarded to the DNR for its approval. The committee expressed its thanks to Officer Joe Prantner for his work on the ordinance. 
4. Boat landing safety- Officer Prantner brought several concerns to the attention of the committee:
a. vandalism at the boat landings

b. swimming off boat docking piers

c. fishing off boat docking piers

Officer Prantner suggested closing all boat landings at 10 P.M. Discussion followed concerning the desire not to restrict fishermen, the concern for safety at the boat landings, and the desire to have rules enforced consistently with the Town of Woodland.  There also was discussion of the safety issues related to powerloading at the town boat landings. Additional language that could be added to the new town signs was discussed, along with the possibility of a new ordinance regulating use of the town boat landings. This will be discussed further at the next Lakes Committee meeting. 
5. Boater Safety Education Program: Bev mentioned that she had asked the manager of Culvers in Reedsburg if he would be willing to provide free ice cream cone coupons again for our boat patrol to hand out to youth wearing their life jackets. The answer was a definite yes to at least 100 coupons. 
   Joan and Bev presented information on a Boat U.S. Foundation grant that they had worked on together and submitted. The purpose of the grant is to assist with volunteer efforts on both lakes to better inform the public on boating safety and invasive species. If approved, the grant would help cover the cost of invasive species and boating laws signage, as well as expand the Clean Boats Clean Waters information program. The grant request totaled $3917. We will know in April if it is approved in full, in part, or denied.  
   Marcia discussed the upcoming boater safety classes to be held on June 22nd and 24th and on July 27th and 29th. There may also be classes held in August, if the need arises. She also discussed the willingness of the marinas to disseminate DNR boating safety booklets. 
6. Town website: Bev showed the new town website and asked for any suggestions on what to add to the Lakes page and flyout pages. People can access the website at http://townoflavalle.us. 
7. Tim presented his discussions concerning boat landing signage. Everyone agreed that he should proceed as discussed with signage covering boating laws, lake maps, and invasive species. Joan will ask that the Town of Woodland place a request for $650 on its agenda to cover the cost of its boat landing sign. Bev will ask that the Town of La Valle release up to $2000 from the recreation line item of the town budget to cover the cost of boat landing signage. 
8. There was a brief discussion of the Dutch Hollow boat landing ordinance. This will be discussed at the next Lakes Committee meeting. 
9.  The next meeting will be on April 5 at 6:00 p.m.
10.  Motion made by Karen, seconded by Marcia to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:42 P.M. 
