Lakes Committee
Minutes of the May 26, 2009 meeting
1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by committee chair Bev Vaillancourt. Compliance with the open meetings law was verified. 
2. Present were committee members Josh Ziegler, Karen Geitz, Tim Helgeson, Dave Fuhrmann, Joan Whitehurst, Marcia Mercier, and Bev Vaillancourt, as well as approximately 20 citizen attendees. 
3. Motion made by Josh, seconded by Karen to accept the agenda. Motion carried. 
4. Motion made by Dave, seconded by Karen to approve the minutes of the May 18, 2009 meeting. Motion carried. 
5. Motion made by Dave, seconded by Karen to approve the minutes of the May 20, 2009 meeting. Motion carried. 
6. Bev reviewed information posted on chart paper concerning:
· Right of all lake users: safety
· Responsibility of all lake users: obey all lake related state laws and town ordinances
7. Bev reviewed information she had gathered:
· Boat traffic in the west narrows was observed on May 24th – Memorial Day weekend. She passed out a spreadsheet showing the results of the boat count. From 9 A.M. until 1:20 P.M. 43 boats were observed in the area of all types. Four of those boats towed either skiers or tubers. Approximately 15 fishing boats were observed, while there were 11 pontoon boats. / From 2:34 – 3:31 P.M.  52 boats were observed in the same area. Three boats pulling tow lines were counted, along with 26 pontoon boats and 15 fishing boats. Approximately five fishing boats were counted anchored along the shoreline in the no-wake area. 
· Bev also related a conversation she had with Wayne Ringquist, DNR Boater Safety program specialist and enforcement. She stated that Ringquist advised ski hours can be placed on part of a lake without impacting ski times on the entire lake. A discussion followed concerning this possibility. 
8. Joe Prantner from the La Valle Police Department was asked to provide information concerning boating safety over the Memorial Day weekend. He provided a count of warnings and tickets, and stated that safety was his most important concern. He also discussed the need for consistency on the lake, and that the county, town, and DNR work together to enforce boating laws on both Dutch Hollow Lake and on Lake Redstone. Officer Prantner recommended that the west narrows be slow no wake at all times. 
9. Additional discussion followed concerning the safety issues in the west narrows. 
· Dave made the motion to reject the proposed no-ski ordinance that was advanced to the town attorney for review by consensus of the La Valle Town Board on April 13, 2009. Roll call as follows: Joan-yes, Karen-no, Josh-yes, Marcia-no, Dave-yes, Tim-yes. Motion carried on a 4-2 vote with Bev abstaining. Bev reminded the committee and attendees that the vote was strictly advisory, and that the La Valle Town Board was not bound by it. 
· Motion was made by Karen to restrict skiing in the west narrows to certain hours. Motion failed for lack of a second. 
10. Dave talked about the need for education. Gary Egger asked to speak. He noted the support of ski advocates to place a sign in the west narrows noting the rules in regard to towing vessels. Bev noted that the boat patrol believed that such a sign would be a hazard and was not agreeable to its placement. Gary then discussed the possibility of providing lake users with information literature regarding boating laws and town ordinances governing boating activity on Lake Redstone. Bev stated that such literature would be expensive and was not part of the town budget. Town Chair – Cal Brey stated that he would be opposed to the town creating such literature because it would place an unfair tax burden on non-Lake Redstone property owners, as well as open the town to liability issues. Bev then suggested to Gary that he bring forth ideas for literature that would be privately disseminated and funded, if it was felt individuals really wanted to take that approach. 
11.  The next meeting was set for June 5, 2009 at 4 P.M. at the La Valle Town Hall. 
12. Motion by Dave to adjourn, seconded by Josh. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:52 P.M. 
