Lakes Committee
Minutes
September 19, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 A.M. by chair Bev Vaillancourt. Compliance with the open meetings law was verified. Committee members in attendance were Dave Fuhrmann, Josh Ziegler, Karen Geitz, Tim Helgeson, Joan Whitehurst, and Bev Vaillancourt, Marcia Mercier. Also in attendance were approximately 35 citizens. 
Motion made by Marcia, seconded by Karen to approve the agenda. Motion carried. 
Motion made by Tim, seconded by Dave to approve the August 25, 2009 minutes. Motion carried. 
Public Input – Individuals were advised by the chair that each person would have a one-time, two minute opportunity to speak to the committee. That opportunity could be taken at this point or at the end of the meeting. See no one asking to speak at this point, the meeting proceeded. 
The committee reviewed areas of critical habitat on Lake Redstone, as designated by the January 2009 Critical Habitat study by the DNR. It was determined that critical habitat should not be a definitive factor in where buoys are placed on Lake Redstone.
Discussion next addressed the effects of ACT 31 on buoy placement. In reviewing the map, it was noted that Act 31 affects areas of the lake that do not already have piers. The opinion of law enforcement was requested to help clarify how Act 31 affects buoy placement. 

Officer Joe Prantner suggested a 450’ minimum for buoy placement so that there be some consistency for all boats and PWCs. DNR warden Dave Horzewski suggested that whatever be put into place be clear, simple, and enforceable. He noted that buoys put people on notice where SNWs start. Discussion of different options for buoy placement followed. It was the consensus of the committee that buoys be placed at shoreline to shoreline distances of 400’ with discretion at the narrows, in particular at the Section 11 boat landing. 

Discussion followed concerning creating a no ski zone in the NW finger of Lake Redstone. Dave noted that the area has been a ski area for 45 years without an accident. Marcia expressed safety and congestion concerns for the area. Bev suggested a compromise for next summer for the NW finger that would allow sport towing on weekdays but restrict sport towing hours on holidays and weekends. She suggested restricting sport towing vessels from towing from 11 AM to 5 PM on weekends and holidays in the NW finger. She suggested that at the end of next summer restricted hours for towing vessels should be reviewed. Bev said that she would take all discussions to the town board for further discussion by that governmental body. 
The meeting was then opened to public input. Ten people spoke in favor of leaving the NW finger open to sport towing noting past use, lack of accidents, enjoyment for children learning to ski, and a belief that restricting hours will cause more sport towing congestion in the NW finger during allowed times.
One individual noted that he has seen three close calls involving ski boats and believes sport towing is dangerous in the NW finger and thus should be restricted at all times. 

