Town of LaValle

February 23, 2010
Plan Commission Meeting Minutes

LaValle Town Board

1. Meeting called to Order by Bev Vaillancourt at 6:33 PM.

2. Roll call: Present – Bev Vaillancourt, Darrick Geitz, Jack Roloff, Dick Fish and Tom McManamy.

3. Motion to adopt agenda with the revision of putting number 8 before number 7 made by Fish, second by Roloff, motion carried.

4. Motion made to approve the minutes from the December 1, 2009 meeting made by McManamy.  Second by Roloff.  Motion approved.

5. Public comment:

It was noted by Jim Mercier that it is somewhat difficult to get information regarding requirements for building permits as Larry Gillis is not on site any longer with regular hours. Vaillancourt agreed to follow up.
8. T and T Earthworks LLC (T and T) had made a verbal request regarding the Town’s position on rezoning property they own on Emerald Court from Agriculture to commercial so they could relocate their landscaping business.  T and T was not present at the meeting.  Brian Simmert did give direction that if people want to do this they should prepare a site plan and take that to the county Planning and Zoning for direction on how to proceed seeing every situation is different.  In this same discussion it was brought up that the land currently shown as future commercial-zoned property in the future the Towns Comprehensive Plan should be re-review to determine if future uses as commercial is appropriate. It was discussed by Brian Simmert that the county is going to re-write the Sauk County Zoning Ordinance (Chapter 7).  One thing being changed is making more use of conditional use permits which would make it not necessary to always re-zone for some commercial uses.  The county is working on updating the Planning and Zoning web site to make it  much easier to use.  During the process to re-writing of Chapter 7, the county will start working with the towns in the county to develop new Town-specific zoning districts if requested by the towns.  The whole project for the county will be roughly 2 years in length to complete.

6. This discussion was basically about lodging houses in Shoreline Residential areas.  Bev read a proposed change to the Comprehensive Plan.  Steve Roy, the Town’s attorney then discussed the implications of doing this.  First the town has no authority to enforce this.  The county is the enforcing body.  Also if this would be added it could put the town with a liability issue going forward.  People could sue the town under certain circumstances.  His recommendation was to adopt a Resolution stating the Town’s position and send this to the county (BOA).  The resolution would be basically a letter to tell the county that the Town really does not want short-term rentals or lodging houses within the Shoreline Residential (SR)-zoned areas within the Town of LaValle.  Roloff made the following motion:  Steve Roy to draft a Resolution to express the town’s opposition to lodging houses within the SR district.  Then send the letter to the Plan Commission for review by our next meeting. This motion was seconded by McManamy.  Motion carried.
9. Mike Stanek gave a presentation on the Wisconsin Working Land Initiative.  Talked about farm land preservation. According to the new state initiative, all land placed in farmland preservation beginning in 2010 must be either in a town that is zoned exclusive agriculture or be within a designated Agriculture Enterprise Area.  There are many aspects to this new program and if any farmers are interested in this they should contact the county.  Some of the people in attendance had questions, many which were answered.

10. Roloff requested that the Plan Commission require building setbacks be shown on all CSM’s that are brought before the Commission.  These are always asked for when a CSM is presented so they should be required.  This should make things go faster by not having to send the  CSM back to the surveyor to add  them.  It was brought up that the current checklist for CSMs  be revised at to add this new requirement on the list.  This discussion should be put on the agenda for next months meeting to finalize.

11. Next meeting will be March 30, 2010 at 6:30pm.
12. Motion to adjourn by Roloff and second by McManamy.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.
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