Town of LaValle

March 30, 2010

Plan Commission Meeting Minutes

LaValle Town Board

1. Meeting called to Order by Bev Vaillancourt at 6:30 PM.

2. Roll call: 
Present – Bev Vaillancourt, Darrick Geitz, Jack Roloff, Dick Fish and Tom McManamy.

Absent - None

3. Motion to adopt agenda made by Fish, second by Roloff, motion carried.

4. Motion made to approve the minutes from the last meeting made by Fish.  Second by McManamy.  Motion approved.

5. Public comment:

a. Ken Meyer presented a sketch plan for subdividing of about 50 acres he is considering purchasing.  He was looking at creating 12 lots between 2.5 and 4 acres each.  The Plan Commission directed him to the Subdivision Ordinance which is posted on the LaValle Township web site.  He was informed the Subdivision Ordinance restricts the number of lots to one lot per ten acres and suggested that he should look into the Conservation Subdivision which requires more open space and clustering of lots while allowing greater density.  It was suggested that if he wishes pursue development, that he develop a better pre-submittal sketch using available 5-foot contour base maps from the Sauk County GIS site and arrange to meet at the site with the Plan Commission.
b. Paul Berk talked about the short term rental issue that have been coming up for the past few years.  He noted many of the problems he and others have been seeing.

c. Don Greenwood also spoke about the short term rentals and his desire to not allow them anymore around the lake. 

d. There were a few other people that also spoke up about not being happy about the short term rental still happening.

6. Resolution regarding lodging houses.  Vaillancourt explained that the Plan Commission or the Town Board do not make the decision as to if there can be lodging houses (a.k.a short term rentals).  This decision is completely within the jurisdiction of the Sauk County Board of Adjustments (BOA).  It was then explained that is why the Plan Commission was working with the Town’s attorney to draft a resolution stating the Town’s opposition to granting Special Exception Permits for Lodging Houses to send a clear message to the BOA expressing the wishes of the citizens of the Town.

Vaillancourt read the draft resolution.  A couple of modifications where addressed with the attorney.  In summary, the resolution stated that the approval of special use permits for lodging houses in the area of Lake Redstone and Dutch Hollow Lake designated as Shoreline Residential or Rural Estate Residential in the Town of LaValle's Comprehensive Land Use Plan and zoned Single Family Residential by Sauk County should be denied by the Sauk County Board of Adjustment and Sauk County. Motion made by Fish to approve the Resolution with changes, second by Roloff.  Motion approved.

A secondary motion was made to then present the final draft to the Town Board for their next meeting. Motion was made by Fish and second by Roloff.  Motion approved.
7. CSM check list.   Fish did a walk through the application he put together a couple of years ago.  Fish presented a suggested revision to the checklist and Roloff concurred that that checklist should revised be a Certified Survey Application Form and not include items already required by the Sauk County Subdivision Ordinance or State Patting Regulations and include only those item unique to the Town of LaValle.  The Plan Commission members are to review this application to see if anything was missed.  It was suggested that we wanted to put this out there right away to get people to start using it, however it was pointed out by the Town’s attorney that this application really would not be able to be enforced unless it became part of the Land Division Ordinance.  This also means that the checklist can only include what is in the Subdivision Ordinance and once it is part of the ordinance it will need to be amended every time there is a change required making it harder to get changes in place, but at least it will be enforceable.  Fish agreed to review checklist against what is in Subdivision Ordinance to ensure what is included in checklist is in ordinance or if amendments are need to ordinance to include additional required data. We will discuss more at our next meeting.

8. Discussion of areas designated as the commercial corridor within the Future Land Use Plan in the Town Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  The members of the Plan Commission are to review the plan for the Highway 58 part first so we can discuss at our next meeting.  Bev will make sure this appears on next months agenda.

9. Next meeting will be May 4th at 6:30.

10. Adjourn:  Motion by Roloff, second by Fish.  Adjourn at 7:40 pm.

Prepared by dlg.

